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SATs: Statutory Assessment Tests

A new national curriculum was introduced in 
2014. As a result, the Standards and Testing 
Agency (STA) changed the tests so that they 
assess the new curriculum. Children took the new 
tests for the first time in May 2016.

The tests have been reviewed since their 
introduction and Teacher Assessment standards 
were amended in Writing last year and in Reading 
and Mathematics this year).
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How are children assessed in Year 2? 
Statutory testing 
• Reading comprehension paper 1 
• Reading comprehension paper 2 
• Maths paper 1 Arithmetic test
• Maths paper 2 Reasoning
• English grammar and punctuation- Optional
• Spelling Test (20 spellings)- Optional
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-
practice-materials

Teacher assessment 
Using the Interim Teacher Assessment Frameworks for Reading, 
Writing, Maths and Science.
file:///T:/01-YEAR%20GROUPS/02-YEAR%202/2018-2019/SATs/2018-
19%20Frameworks.pdf



How are children assessed in Year 2? 

DfE Assessment

• Pre working towards expected standard (S1-4)

• Working towards the expected standard

• Working at the expected standard

• Working at greater depth within the expected standard

(Raw Scores converted to Scaled Scores from SATs to inform teacher 
assessment judgements)



How will this feel for your child? 
• Fun Booklets!  We never mention ‘tests’ or ‘SATs’ to the children.

• Children have completed practice fun booklets and practice 
questions so they are familiar with the expected format of the 
tests. 

• Children will be asked to do their best independent learning as 
they are always expected to do in class.

• Tests are delivered as a normal lesson in class in smaller groups.

• Testing will take place during May.





Reading



Content domain coverage for the English reading test:

This test consists of a two reading papers.  The above skills will be assessed 
through both papers.  The national pass marks will be decided when tests have 

been administered nationally and scores fed back.



There will be a range 
of multiple choice, 
matching answers 
and written response 
questions. 



Paper 1 
Fiction and Non-
fiction sections.  The 
sample test has 20 
questions in total.



Paper 2 
Fiction and Non-
fiction sections.  The 
sample test has 18 
questions in total.





How to support your child with 
Reading:

• Read with your child as often as possible: ask your child to read 
aloud to you, ask and answer questions about the text.

• Read aloud to your child whilst your child follows the text. 
Listening is an important part of reading; it will help your child to 
learn the importance of punctuation and reading with expression.

• Encourage your child to complete their AR quizzes and to read a 
selection of fiction and non-fiction texts.



How to support your child with 
Reading:

• Discuss and look up definitions for new vocabulary encountered and 
encourage your child to use their new words in a different context.

• Ask your child to make predictions about a text based on what they have 
already read using evidence from the text to support their ideas.

• Discuss yours and your child’s response to a text, likes and dislikes, how 
a character might be feeling referring to evidence from the text 
throughout.

• Make comparisons to other books that they have read in the same or 
other genres.





• There are no formal tests for writing.

• Since last year, revised teacher assessment frameworks have 
been used in English writing, which include: 

 A more flexible approach – teachers can now use their 
discretion to ensure that, on occasion, a particular weakness 
does not prevent an accurate judgement of a pupil’s 
attainment overall being made. The overall standard of 
attainment, set by the ‘pupil can’ statements, remains the 
same. 

 A particular weakness could relate to a part or the whole of a 
statement (or statements), if there is good reason to judge that 
it would prevent an accurate judgement being made.



 Revised ‘pupil can’ statements – a greater emphasis on 
composition, while statements relating to the more ‘technical’ 
aspects of English writing (grammar, punctuation and spelling) 
are less prescriptive. All changes are in line with the attainment 
targets for the key stage 1 programme of study.

• Assessment will be based on independent writing tasks.

• Evidence can also collected from cross-curricular writing e.g. 
History, Science etc.

• SPaG is tracked through regular in-school assessments but is 
also a major part of the writing assessment criteria.



How to support your child with 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar:

• Help your child learn the spellings that are sent 
home.

• When reading to and/or with your child discuss 
the use of punctuation, word classes, tenses, 
contractions, plural, spellings with suffixes etc. 

• SPAG is taught at school throughout the week. To support at home, 
if your child is willing, there are many fun websites and games to 
practise and support their learning (for examples, 
www.topmarks.co.uk and 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/spelling/play/). 





This year, a revised teacher assessment 
framework will be used for Mathematics.



Mathematics:







How to support your child with 
Mathematics:
• Knowing timetables – children can use them accurately and quickly to solve a range of 

multiplication and division problems. To help you child learn their times tables we 
recommend: Squeebles App, DoodleMaths APP, TT Rockstars App

• Mental maths speed practice (one more/less, 10 more/less, number bonds, counting 
in 2s, 5s, 10s, doubles and halves).

• Websites and board games.

• Discussing methods and explaining their answers with evidence to support their ideas 
– ‘Prove it!’

• Encourage them to make use of mathematical jottings to show their 
workings/represent the problem  and check their answers (CPA approach 
Concrete->Pictorial->Abstract).



• Look at your child’s homelearning and discuss the learning with your child. Encourage 

your child to do a little extra reading or some extra maths. Develop your child’s 

mathematical fluency, e.g. times tables and mental addition/subtraction.

• Stay positive.  Mistakes are how we learn.  Pupils must have a ‘can-do’ attitude!

• Encourage your child to try their absolute best and that their best is always good enough.

• PLEASE DO NOT JUST DO PAST PAPERS WITHOUT DISCUSSION!   

Top Tips


