
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Afternoon Learning - 
Week beginning Monday 25th January 2021 

This is your themed learning for Geography: 

Tropics versus UK 

 

 

What do we mean by the Tropics? 

The tropics are the geographic regions of the world centered on the equator. They are 

located in the equatorial region between the Tropic of Cancer (23°27’N) and the Tropic 

of Capricorn (23°27’S). They have high temperatures throughout the whole year. A 

typical daytime temperature in tropical rain forests at anytime during the year is 29°C 

(85°F). These consistently high temperatures occur because the tropics receive more 

direct and consistent sunlight. They do not tilt dramatically toward or away from the sun 

during any season, as compared to the temperate regions farther north and south. There 

is at most a 5°C (9°F) difference in temperature between the seasons in the tropics.   

Vocabulary   

equator: an imaginary circle around the 

middle of the Earth that divides the planet 

into two equal halves—the Northern 

Hemisphere and the Southern Hemisphere 

latitude: gives the location of a place on Earth 

north or south of the equator. 

Tropic of Cancer: latitude 23°5' north of the 

equator and the most northerly latitude at 

which the sun can shine directly overhead.  

Tropic of Capricorn: latitude 23°5' south of 

the equator and the most southerly latitude 

at which the sun can shine directly overhead.   

 

The word “rain forest” comes from the fact 

that these are the some of the world’s wettest 

ecosystems. Tropical rain forests around the 

world have high humidity, about 88% during 

the wet season and about 77% in the dry 

season. They receive approximately 60 to 80 

inches of rainfall per year. South America’s 

tropical rain forests, receive between 200 and 

300 cm of rainfall in a typical year. In 

comparison, the UK receives about 22 cm of 

rain per year. 

Read the 

information 

and complete 

the task. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compare UK Polar Regions 

Animals that live here 
 
 

  

Weather 
 
 

  

Jobs people have 
 
 

  

Seasons 
 
 

  

Landscape 
 
 

  

Average temperature 
 
 

  

A typical human’s 
home 
 

  

Using your knowledge of the UK and the information above, describe the key features of the Tropics 

and compare these to the UK.  

Challenge/Extension! 

Pretend you are on holiday in a country / city in the Tropics. Can you create/make a postcard?  

Where are you? How did you get there? How long are you there for? Who have you gone with? What is the 

weather like and what did you take? What have you done/what are you planning on doing? What have you 

enjoyed and why?  

How were all of the above influenced by the weather? 

What grows in the tropics? 

The climate is drier in tropical regions that lie farther north and south of the Equator. In these regions 

there are one or two dry seasons each year. The forests may be deciduous, meaning that the trees shed 

their leaves during the dry periods. Savannas, or grasslands with scattered trees, are also common. The 

driest parts of the tropics lie near the northern and southern edges. Here the dry season is long. Few 

trees grow. Shrubs and low grasses cover the land. Two of Earth’s big deserts, the Sahara and the 

Kalahari, lie on the edges of the tropics. 

Many plants and other products that people value come from the tropics. Some of these are bananas, 

coffee, cocoa, tea, rubber, spices, nuts, and tropical wood. 


