
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Afternoon Learning - 
Week beginning Monday 18th January 2021 

This is your themed learning for Geography: 

Latitude and Longitude 

 

 

Read the 

information. 

How is it possible to find the exact  

location of a place on Earth? 

Invisible lines of latitude and longitude  

form a grid over the Earth.  

These lines help to create a 

 co-ordinate to locate a place accurately.  

 

Lines of latitude (also known as 

parallels) circle the Earth from east 

to west.  

These invisible lines are all the same 

distance apart. One line to the next 

is known as 1 degree. 

• Each degree of latitude is 

separated into smaller 

divisions called minutes.   

• There are 60 minutes in 1 

degree.  

• Each minute is divided into 

60 seconds (not always 

included within the co-

ordinate).   

• As you can see from the 

diagram, the Equator lies in 

the middle, at 0 degrees.   

 

The Equator is an important line of latitude.  

It is an imaginary line half way between the 

North and South Poles. 

Countries near to the Equator are very hot 

as this is the Earth’s closest point to the 

Sun. 

At the equator, day and night are both 12 

hours long. 

 

Longitude 

These are the lines which run north and 

south and are known as lines of longitude or 

meridians of longitude.   

These lines are measured in the same way as 

the lines of latitude.  

 

Lines of longitude are not equal distances 

(equidistant) from each other.   

The Prime Meridian or Greenwich 

Meridian line is a line of longitude at 0 

degrees.   

It passes right through Greenwich in 

London. 

Imagine the Earth cut in half... 

 

The Northern Hemisphere is anywhere 

north of the Equator whilst the Southern 

Hemisphere is anywhere south of the 

Equator.  

 

Challenge Question: 

Research- why is the 
Prime Meridian 
located at Greenwich? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do we use this 

information to locate a 

place? 

We use numbers and 

letters to create a co-

ordinate.   

Within the co-ordinate, 

the ° stands for degrees 

and the ‘ stands for 

minutes.   

 

 

The letters relate to north, south, east 

or west and are shown as capitals.  

The latitude is always given first. 

To locate Florida, USA using this 

principle we would say it has the 

following co-ordinates: 28°00'N   

82°00'W.  

 

Which CONTINENTS do these lines of latitude pass through? 

1 0o (Equator)  ________, _______, _______ 
2 20oS                ________, _______, _______ 
3 40oN               ________, _______, _______ 

Which CONTINENTS do these lines of longitude pass through? 

1 0o                    ________, ______, ______ 
2 60oE               ________, ______ 
3 120oE             ________, ______, ______ 
Which continent does ALL the lines of longitude pass through? 

Use the map below to locate the following cities: 

Edinburgh - 55° 57 ' N    03° 17' W, Canberra - 35° 15' S  149° 8' E, Yamoussoukro - 6° 49' N    5° 17' W, Madrid - 
40°25'N     03°45'W 

 

 

 

If you have access to a device. Test your knowledge - can you score 10 out of 10?  

https://www.softschools.com/quizzes/geography/latitude_and_longitude/quiz1050.html 

https://www.softschools.com/quizzes/geography/latitude_and_longitude/quiz1050.html

