
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Afternoon Learning - 
Week beginning Monday 1st February 2021 

This is your themed learning for Art: 

THE INDIAN ELEPHANT (linked to Geography) 

India is home to between 50 and 60% of all of Asia’s 

wild elephants and about 20% of the domesticated 

elephants. As such, the country is of paramount 

importance for the survival of the species. The 

elephant plays a central role in Indian life and has 

done for many centuries. Elephants are closely 

associated with religious and cultural heritage, 

playing an important role in the country’s history. 

They remain revered today. An India without 

animals is simply unimaginable. 

 

An India without elephants is simply unimaginable. 

The Indian Elephant and Hinduism:    
The elephant is a very powerful and 

significant symbol in the Hindu faith as one 

of their favourite gods, Ganesha, is depicted 

in the form of an elephant. Ganesha is 

thought to be the remover of obstacles, as 

well as the god of luck, protection and 

fortune. For this reason, elephants can be 

found at many of the large temples. There is 

a huge elephant festival or puja each year. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ganesh's Birthday Celebration – The Ganesh Chaturthi of the Hindu faith:  

Every year, Hindus celebrate a 10-day festival marking the birth of the elephant-headed 

deity Ganesha, the god of prosperity and wisdom. It begins on the fourth day of the month 

of Bhadrapada (August–September), the sixth month of the Hindu calendar. 

At the start of the festival, clay idols (statues) of Ganesha are placed on raised platforms in 

homes or in elaborately decorated outdoor tents. The worship begins with a ritual to 

invoke life in the idols, followed by chanting of Vedic hymns from religious Hindu texts. 

Next, the idols are anointed with red sandalwood paste and yellow and red flowers. 

Ganesha is also offered coconut, jaggery, and 21 modaks (sweet dumplings), considered to 

be Ganesha’s favourite food. Ganesha is famous for having a sweet tooth! 

At the conclusion of the festival, the idols are carried to local rivers or the sea in huge 

processions accompanied by drumbeats, devotional singing and dancing. There, they are 

immersed, a ritual symbolizing Ganesha’s homeward journey to Mount Kailas—the home 

of his parents, Shiva and Parvati. The clay idols will disintegrate and get washed away… 

Today’s art activity is to produce a piece of art 

inspired by the Indian elephant. It could be your 

own interpretation of the Hindu god, Ganesh, or 

anything related to the theme of this magnificent 

creature. 

To find some more inspiration for your artwork, you 

may found these video links useful: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hvts3A3DtWs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKumV4ZX-V8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0w2M7PhCbs 
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