
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Year 6 Afternoon Learning - 
Week beginning Monday 18th January 2021 

This is your themed learning for Art: 

‘River Boy’ Visualisation (linked to English & Reading) 

Read these 

excerpts from 

the book: 

Excerpt from page 9 of ‘River Boy’ 

‘It was so different from his usual work. There was a river, which dominated the scene, not a river she 

recognised and perhaps not even a real one at all, just a fantasy river. The picture was strange and 

amorphous, so different from his other paintings, yet it was eerily beautiful. The banks were a subtle hint 

of green that the eye barely took in, being somehow drawn into the pale waters and away towards a 

hidden sea. There were no animals, no birds, no people; and it felt right that way. There seemed no place 

for living things in this remote vision. Yet for some reason, she found herself thinking of the coming of 

autumn, after a long, rich summer.’ 

Excerpt from page 33 of ‘River Boy’ 

‘Jess stood up, walked round behind him, and looked over his shoulder; and gave a start. 

It was still the river scene, but he had added so much more. The hints of green that had suggested the 

river banks were darker and had touches of brown; the pale waters had flecks of silver amid gold and blue; 

but the picture was now dominated by swirls of mist and a strange tension in the water as it was drawn 

down a widening mouth towards the sea. There was still a remoteness about the scene, yet it seemed 

more haunting, more disturbing than ever.’ 

You may use any resources you have available to help you with your own piece of art. 

It would be a good idea to start off using a pencil to do a few sketches of ideas. 

As your confidence develops and your ideas start to take shape, pick one of the ideas to develop further. 

You could then produce a more detailed drawing OR use coloured pencils, felt tip pens, paints or other art 

materials you may have to create your composition. 

Remember that the ‘River boy’ is not in the picture yet! Have fun with this creative ‘visualisation’ activity 

and enjoy producing your own unique interpretation of what Time Bowler, the author, has written. 

 

Draw your own interpretation 

of how you imagine Grandpa’s 

painting of ‘The River Boy’ 

painting is taking shape. Use 

the information from the book 

only at this stage. Remember 

that we are still reading the 

book and at this stage, the 

painting is incomplete. 


