
Year 4 Afternoon Learning – 
Week beginning Monday 22nd February 2021 

This is your themed learning for History: 

World War II – Evacuees (1) 
 

Britain at war 
When Britain announced it was at war with Germany in 1939, the British government 
knew that Germany would attack Britain with bomber planes. They also knew that these 
planes would target cities and large towns, where there were more people. Therefore, 
they decided to send vulnerable people such as young mothers, children and the elderly 
to rural areas of Britain. People who were evacuated were known as evacuees. 
 

Where to go? 
Small towns and villages would not be targeted as much 
by the German bomber planes, so the government knew 
these would be safer places for evacuees to live. 
 

In the map to the right, the red areas show the areas with 
the most people, that the Germans targeted the most. 
 

The green areas show rural countryside areas where 
people would be safer from bombing raids. 
 

Evacuees were evacuated to the green areas. 
 

The evacuation plan was called Operation Pied Piper. 
 

Packing for the trip 
When children were evacuated, they were only allowed to bring one suitcase with them. 
In that suitcase they had to have: 

• Clothes 

• Their identify card 

• Their ration book 

• Their gas mask 

• Some money  

• A few small toys 
 

Some children were lucky and got to live with kind families in well-furnished houses with 
bathrooms and toilets. Some children, however, had to live in small, cramped houses 
with only outside toilets, and people who did not treat them like family. 
 

In total, there were over three and a half million evacuees (more than three million of 
which were children) during the war. Evacuation lasted the whole war; from 1939 to 
1945, meaning some children had to live away from home for up to six years. 
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Using the information you have read, fill in a role on the wall of an evacuee child.  
Inside the body, write their thoughts and feelings. Outside the body, write what they may have said or done. 

 

This is a picture from 

18 May 1940 showing 

a policeman helping 

young evacuees get 

ready to board a train 

to the countryside. 

Their identity cards 

are visible, attached 

to the front of their 

clothes. 

Children as young as 

5 would be forced to 

leave their parents 

and travel to find a 

new family. 


