
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Friday 17th October 2025 Issue 7 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we come to the end of Term 1, I would like to thank you all for your continued support and enthusiasm to the start of a 
new academic year.  

We have already announced the Year 6 Values Ambassadors and they have made a brilliant start by creating inspiring                  
displays in the hall that reflect their values. Next term, they will be delivering assemblies to share these values with the 
whole school and will also be supporting our New Entrants Tours—a wonderful opportunity to showcase the heart of 
Sandgate Primary. 

Our Games Captains have also been busy supporting Mrs Van der Wal with PE and will soon be leading exciting lunchtime 
activities on the playground. Their efforts are helping to promote 60 minutes of physical play each day.  

A special mention must go to our new Bumblebees and Ladybirds, who have settled into school life fantastically well. We 
are so super proud of them.   

At Sandgate Primary School, we pride ourselves on the exceptional behaviour of our children. This was beautifully                 
highlighted during the Year 5 visit to Canterbury Cathedral on Monday. We received a message from the Cathedral team, 
stating: 

"The pupils at Sandgate Primary School are such an asset to the school. Their manners were impeccable and we have older 
children visit us who do not behave as well as they did." 

What a proud moment for our school community! 

Attendance Matters – A Brilliant Start to the Year! 

We are thrilled to share that last year our whole school attendance was an outstanding 96.5%, placing Sandgate Primary 
School in the top decile nationally among all schools in England. What does this tell us? It tells us that our children LOVE 
coming to school—and that they feel happy, safe, and excited to learn every day. 

We’re already off to a fantastic start this year, with last week’s attendance at 96.4%. Thank you to all our families for your 
continued support in making attendance a priority. 

A polite reminder: if your child is too unwell to attend school, please phone the office each day they are absent. Our 
attendance policy requires daily contact from parents/carers during any period of illness. This helps us ensure that all                 
children are safe and being well cared for. 

Let’s keep up the great momentum and continue to make every day count! 

Looking Ahead to Term 2 

Next term promises to be a busy but exciting one, and we simply can’t wait to get started! 

Please note that Friday 31st October is a Staff Development Day. On this day, we are thrilled to be welcoming back Gareth 
Metcalfe, a leading figure in primary mathematics education. Gareth will be working with our teaching teams on Problem 
Solving and Reasoning, helping us to further enrich our maths curriculum. This is a fantastic opportunity for our staff—and 
ultimately, for the future mathematicians of Sandgate Primary School! 

There are lots of important dates coming up next term, including our much-loved Christmas Plays. We’ll be sending out a 
full list of key dates early next term, so please keep an eye out. 

Staff Development Days & Half Term Wishes 

We have one more Staff Development Day scheduled for this academic year, which will take place on Monday 5th January 
2025. Please make a note of this date in your calendars. 

As we head into the half term break, I want to wish all our families a restful and enjoyable holiday. Thank you for your        
continued support and enthusiasm—it makes Sandgate Primary School the special place it is. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday 27th October, ready for another exciting term ahead! 

Best wishes,  
Mrs Jones 
Acting Headteacher  



   Gold Book   
Congratulations to the following children who 

were rewarded in the Gold Book this week. 

Friday 17th October:   End of Term 1 
Monday 27th October:  Beginning of                          
Term 2. 
Friday 31st October:  Staff Development Day, 
children not in school. 
Monday 3rd November: Parent/Teacher                  
Consultations 
Monday 3rd November:  PTA AGM, 7.15pm, 
Main Hall 
Thursday 6th November: Parent/Teacher                    
Consultations 
Wednesday 5th and Thursday 6th                         
November:  
Bears Parent/Teacher Consultations. 

Dates for your Diary                                    

Monday 27th                           
October                       

Tuesday 28th                              
October 

Wednesday 29th 
October         

Thursday 30th                      
October                   

Friday 31st                  
October                         

Choir (02) KS2,                 
3.15pm-4.15pm 

Gymnastics                              
3.15pm-4.15pm                         
(Please contact:                        
info@venturecamps.co. uk  
07548 294804) 

Karate 3.30pm-4.30pm                                         
(Please contact                     
Sensei Trevor on 
07966686377) 

  

Rocksteady PM 

 

  

  

Dance Club                      
3.15pm-4.00pm.                  
Year 1—Year 6 (Please 
contact Charley on 
07772 637271)                                             
If there is someone else 
collecting your child 
from Dance Club, please 
inform Charley directly. 
  
Next Gen Football Club 
3.15pm-4.15pm. Please 
contact: NEXTGENERA-
TIONSPORTSCOACHING.
ORG 

Staff Development 
Day 

      
  
Elodie   Owls         
Tom   Owls   
  
Lottie   Rabbits    
Eliot   Rabbits  
    
Hamza   Penguins 
Mija   Penguins 
 
Isabella  Panthers 
Arla-Ray  Panthers 

Paisley   Bears 
Alice   Bears 
Eva    Bears 
  
Ellison   Lions 
Aayan   Lions 

                  
Alessio   Seahorses   
Alice   Seahorses 
 
Amalia   Turtles  
Leo    Turtles 
       
Luke   Rhinos 
Becksy   Rhinos 
    
Eliana   Hippos 
Eddie   Hippos 
                        
Delilah   Gorillas 
Harry   Gorillas 
 
Kyson   Manta rays 
Joni    Manta rays 
   

Please order directly through Class Fundraising. Your 

child will have brought home this card with details 

on how to order.   Please order by 30th  October. 

Congratulations to Myer from Seahorses who came 
4th in her heat for the 2017 tin category in the 

British Gymnastics South East Regionals Women’s 
Artistic Competition.  



 

Marvellous Me Top Badge Earners 

Congratulations to the following children who have been awarded 

the highest number of Marvellous Me badges in their class this 

term. They will enjoy an afternoon tea party with Mrs Jones and 

Mr Evans on 29th October. 

Bumblebees – Robyn 

Ladybirds –  Adela 

Owls –  Ellie 

Rabbits –  Joe 

Panthers –  Teddy 

Penguins –  Austin 

Lions –  Zimuzo 

Bears –  Arte 

Seahorses – Ottilie 

Turtles – Beatrice 

Hippos –  Indie 

Rhinos –  Benjamin 

Eagles –  Harlow 

Gorillas –  Edward 

The top scoring class, who were awarded 627 badges this term, is 

the TURTLES.  They voted to visit the Marvellous Me Swap Shop 

and spend their reward tokens. 

Thank you to all our parents for 

your support at our Book Fair.                        

It was a huge success and has given 

us £1385.85 to spend on books for 

the school. 



PTA  AGM 

Monday 3rd November in the Main Hall, all are invited. 

7.15pm for the AGM  

7.45pm for the PTA 

Please see below the Agenda: 



Applications are open between Friday 7th November 2025 - Thursday 15th January 2026 and can 
be made at www.kent.gov.uk/ola. If parents are unable to access the online site, an alternative 

format can be requested by emailing kentonlineadmissions@kent.gov.uk.  

http://www.kent.gov.uk/ola
mailto:kentonlineadmissions@kent.gov.uk


Little Stories Club will commence on the 1st Wednesday in 

Term 2.  Please contact directly for details.  

These clubs are outside providers and are not run by the school.                                                           

Please contact them directly for information on bookings and payments. 

Year 1 and 2                     
children have               
really enjoyed 
making a frog 
toy using their 

new sewing 
skills. Don't 

they look 
great! 



Vantage now have enough interest to enable 

them to run this club, please contact them  

directly for bookings. This club will run on 

Wednesdays, (3.20pm-4.20pm) please                    

contact Vantage for start date.  

These clubs are outside providers and are not run by the school.                                                           

Please contact them directly for information on bookings and payments. 


