
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Friday 20th March 2026 Issue 25 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As I am sure you can imagine it has been a busy week at school getting up to speed regarding the 
Meningitis B outbreak in Canterbury. I attended a meeting led by the DFE & UK Health Security 
Agency on Tuesday and as a result we have put together some information for staff and parents 
regarding the outbreak which can be found later in this newsletter. In assemblies today, Mrs 
Shoob shared some brief information with the children on what Meningitis B is and all of the 
things we have in place to ensure the risk at school remains very low and that all of our pupils are 
safe, this was delivered in a child friendly, appropriate way. I took the decision to do this after 
there has been a lot of talk in class and on the playground about it. We have not shared with the 
children the indicative symptoms—but staff are all aware of them and are being vigilant looking 
out for them. In summary, the children have been reminded to not sneeze and cough in each 
others faces, not share water bottles or lip balms and to wash their hands at the normal points of 
the day when reminded by adults. These measures are always in place but a reminder always 
helps! 

If you have any questions, please speak to myself, Mrs Shoob, Mr Evans or Mrs Hill and we will 

try and answer them. 

We’ve had a lovely week in school, helped along by the return of some much-needed sunshine! 
The children have thoroughly enjoyed using the school field again now that the weather is      
brighter. Our active play equipment has been spread more widely across the space, giving                      
everyone plenty to explore, enjoy, and keep busy with during break times. 

This academic year we are delighted to be holding poetry recitals for every year group. These 
performances are a wonderful opportunity for parents and carers to come into school and enjoy 
an exciting celebration of spoken poetry. So far, Years 5 and 6 have delivered fantastic                    
performances to their families. Next week, Years 3 and 4 will be presenting their recitals on             
Friday 27th March at 2:40pm. We hope to see many of you there supporting the children. 

We hope your child enjoyed Red Nose Day today! It was wonderful to see the school filled with 
cheerful flashes of red, with everyone wearing a red accessory to mark the occasion. Thank you 
for your kindness and generosity— we will share the total raised next week. 

Sandgate Primary is renowned for its strong performances in the Herald Cup, in both the mixed 
and girls’ tournaments. The competition begins each year in February, with teams progressing 
through several stages in the hope of securing a place in the final. 

 



 
Last week the girls team beat Lympne Primary school 2-0 and the mixed team won 7-0 against 
Folkestone Primary Academy. The girls team have won all games so far and the mixed have won two 
games and drawn one. 

Our next match is scheduled for Monday, where our mixed team will be playing Cheriton Primary at 
home. The girls team next play on Wednesday at home against Christchurch. We will keep you up-
dated on how we are progressing with details of the final (in July) shared with you.  

Have a fantastic weekend, 

Lianne Jones 

Acting Headteacher  



Meningococcal disease outbreak in Kent 

Meningococcal disease can progress rapidly, so 

it’s essential that parents and students are alert to 

the signs and symptoms of meningococcal menin-

gitis and septicaemia. You should seek urgent 

medical help if you or your child develop any 

symptoms of meningococcal disease. 

 a rash that doesn’t fade when pressed with 

a glass 

 sudden onset of high fever 

 severe and worsening headache 

 stiff neck 

 vomiting and diarrhea 

 joint and muscle pain 

 dislike of bright lights 

 very cold hands and feet 

 seizures 

 confusion/delirium 

 extreme sleepiness/difficulty waking 
These are not in order of importance nor do all symptoms 

have to be evidenced 

What are we doing at Sandgate Primary School? 

Know the signs and symptoms and act quickly 

No sharing of cups unless they are washed in hot water between uses 

No sharing lip balms 

Breakfast club will continue to use dishwasher to clean cutlery and drinking vessels etc 

Lunchtime staff will continue to use the dishwasher to clean cutlery and drinking vessels 

Good ventilation in classrooms / shared areas   

Senior Leaders to attend UK Health Security Agency briefings for updates  

Class teachers to talk to children directly and remind them about not drinking out of some one 

else’s water bottle / coughing and sneezing without covering mouths / using ‘chewy tools’  

What we would ask of parents 

Be aware and alert to the symptoms above 

If your child is ill please seek medical advice 

Inform us if a member of your family has been contacted by UK Health Security Agency to say they are a ‘close contact’ 

so we can be aware of symptoms 

Meningococcal infection doesn’t spread very 

easily. The bacteria can only be passed to others 

after a long period of close contact, for example 

with living with someone in shared accommoda-

tion, through prolonged kissing or sharing 

vapes. While meningococcal disease can affect 

all ages, recent outbreaks have shown that old-

er children, teenagers and young adults, partic-

ularly those in shared settings such as schools, 

colleges and universities, are more likely to be 

affected. 

The bacteria (Neisseria meningitides) does not 

live long outside the human body limiting the 

risk from casual environmental contact. 

MenB vaccination is only routinely offered to 

children under two, meaning children born be-

fore 2015 (Y6 born 2014-2015) have not been 

vaccinated as part of their routine immunisation 

schedule. 

The UKHSA is advising anyone who visited Club 

Chemistry on 5 March, 6 March or 7 March to 

come forward for preventative antibiotic treat-

ment as a precautionary measure. 

Early symptoms can often be confused with other 

illnesses such as a cold, flu or hangover, and stu-

dents are particularly at risk of missing the early 

warning signs.  



Henry W Ladybirds 
Bonnie   Ladybirds 
  
Marley  Bumblebees 
Rosie  Bumblebees 
         
Celeste  Owls   
Noah  Owls 
   
Thomas  Rabbits 
Maya  Rabbits  
   
Bay   Penguins 
Aurora  Penguins 
   
Chloe    Panthers 
Isabella  Panthers 

Arthur  Bears 
Calla  Bears 

Elodie  Lions 
Ophelia  Lions 
           
Caleb  Seahorses   
Myer  Seahorses 
 
George  Turtles 
Tilda  Turtles 
       
Eva   Rhinos 
Rafe  Rhinos 
    
Amber  Hippos 
Coral  Hippos 
                        
Otto  Gorillas 
Isabella  Gorillas 
 
Jake   Manta rays 
Tabitha  Manta rays 
   

   Gold Book   

Congratulations to the following children who 
were rewarded in the Gold Book this week. 

Monday 23rd                        
March 

Tuesday 24th                             
March 

Wednesday 25th                  
March 

Thursday 26th                         

March 
Friday 27th                             

March 

Drawing Club,                     
Yrs 1& 2,                       
3.15pm-4.00pm 

Environmental Club, 
KS2, 3.15pm-4.00pm 

Gymnastics                              
3.15pm-4.15pm                         
(Please contact:                        
info@venturecamps.co. uk  
07548 294804) 

Invite Only Football 

Art Club, KS2,                  
3.15pm-4.00pm 

Karate 3.30pm-4.30pm                                         
(Please contact                     
Sensei Trevor on 
07966686377) 

  

Rocksteady PM 

  

  

  

Clay Club, Yrs 1 & 2, 
3.15pm-4.00pm                
LAST SESSION 
  
Dance Club. 
3.15pm-4.00pm. 
Years 1-6. 
(Please contact 
Charley on 
07772 637271) 
If there is someone else 
collecting your child 
from Dance, please con-
tact 
Charley directly. 
  
Next Gen Football 
Club. 3.15pm-4.15pm. 
Please contact: NEXT 
GENERATIONSPORTS 
COACHING.ORG 

Bilingua Sing French 
Club                                     
12.30pm-1.00pm, 
Years 1 & 2                                     
1.00pm-1.30pm, 
Years 3 4, 5 & 6.                               
Please contact:                     
charlotte@                              
bilinguasing.com 

  

  

Football Fixtures 

Monday 23rd March: Herald Cup Game, 

Sandgate v Cheriton (Home) 

Wednesday 25th March: Girls Cup Game, 

Sandgate v  Christchurch (Home) 

Monday 30th March:  Herald Cup Game, 

Sandgate v All Souls (Home) 

Sporting Events 

23rd March 2026: Hockey Tournament at Three 

Hills 10am-3pm (Selected Years 5 and 6) 

3rd June 2026: Football Tournament at Three 

hills (Selected Years 1 and 2) 

1st July 2026:  District Sports, 3.30pm-6pm 

(Selected Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) 

Sports Days 

Monday 15th June, EFYS and KS1 

Tuesday 16th June, KS2 
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PTA Events 

Wednesday 1st April at 6pm:                                     
Easter Bingo, Main Hall 

Wednesday 29thApril:  Cake Sale 

Tuesday 5t May:  PTA Meeting at 7.30pm 

Friday 22nd May:  Colour Run! 

Friday 5th June:  Break the Rules Day! 

Friday 10th July:  Summer Sizzle! 

Please visit The Folkestone School for Girls website for booking link 

 

A 5 day trek by one of 

our parents in the                                                         

Jurassic Coast for            

CoppaFeel! 

Please see link below for the Just 

Giving page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/emma
-spencer-81?

utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_
cam-

paign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transacti
onal_--_donation_received_--

_nth_donation 

Dates for your Diary                                                                                           

Wednesday 1st April:  PTA Easter      

Bingo. 6pm 

Thursday 2nd April:  Last day of               

Term 4. 

Friday 3rd April:  Good Friday                                    

(Bank Holiday) 

Monday 20th April: First day of                

Term 5. 

Tuesday 5th May:  Book Share for 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

Thursday 7th May: Book Share for 

Years R, 1  and 2 

We welcome parents of 

Year 3 and Year 4                    

children to join us on              

Friday 27th March at 

2.40pm in the main hall 

for a poetry recital. 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/emma-spencer-81?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_donation_received_--_nth_donation
https://www.justgiving.com/page/emma-spencer-81?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_donation_received_--_nth_donation
https://www.justgiving.com/page/emma-spencer-81?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_donation_received_--_nth_donation
https://www.justgiving.com/page/emma-spencer-81?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_donation_received_--_nth_donation
https://www.justgiving.com/page/emma-spencer-81?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_donation_received_--_nth_donation
https://www.justgiving.com/page/emma-spencer-81?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_donation_received_--_nth_donation
https://www.justgiving.com/page/emma-spencer-81?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_donation_received_--_nth_donation




These clubs are outside providers and are not run by the school.                                                           

Please contact them directly for information on bookings and payments. 


